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Cindy Case Study
Cindy is a ninth-grade high school student with an identification of Specific Learning Disability
(SLD) in the area of Reading Comprehension and Written Expression. She was initially placed in
special education in early elementary. She received proper instruction that addressed decoding,
encoding, fluency and comprehension. All of Cindy’s skill levels have increased and the student is
now proficient in most areas, but continues to demonstrate challenges with comprehension. Cindy
receives services in the regular setting. Her Exceptional Children’s (EC) Teacher reports the
student’s prior assessment data indicates proficiency in decoding as well as word level reading,
and her fluency is within the 50 %tile range. She does not demonstrate any attention concerns in
school, home, or in the community. Cindy continues to struggle in the content area classroom. Her
teacher indicated on an observation note, that Cindy has the most difficulty with getting to the
point when talking, and putting events in the right order when telling stories or talking about
things that happened. During reading, she has trouble identifying the main idea and remembering
details. With writing, she has trouble expanding an answer or providing details, and putting words
in the correct order in her sentences.
Cindy’s EC Teacher and regular education teacher are reviewing data to better understand Cindy’s
strengths and needs. Review of Cindy’s student information indicates she is at risk based on her EOG
scores and report card grades. The team is now looking specifically to see where things might be
breaking down for Cindy.
Figure 3.1 Student Information
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At your tables, discuss the following questions: What did you notice from a review of the
information captured in Figure 3.1 and the narrative? Record strengths and needs on HO U8.2021.
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Cindy Case Study
The team examined additional historical data by reviewing Cindy’s last speech evaluation. The speech
and language evaluation indicates that Cindy does present with a relative strength in understanding and
using language in context of basic social interactions, as well as expressing wants and needs. She has
the most difficulty with remembering the names of things, telling events in the correct sequence, and
remembering main idea and details of a heard or read passage.
The speech and language pathologist recommends that Cindy be taught strategies to use when determining
the main idea and remembering details of heard or read passages. Interventions should also address her
ability to describe and organize vocabulary, and express her thoughts in a more sequential order. It is also
recommended that during instruction or functional activities, directions should be broken down into steps,
and frequent checks should be provided for comprehension.
Now the team decides to probe further in understanding Cindy’s comprehension skills. A CORE Maze
Comprehension passage is given (Figure 3.2). Note: The scoring of the Maze involves “correct replacements”.
Figure 3.2 CORE Reading Maze Comprehension

= student response

/

= correct response

At your tables, discuss: What did you notice from a review of the information above? Has Cindy
demonstrated a weakness in reading comprehension? Note strengths and/or needs on HO
U8.20-21
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Cindy Case Study
Using the McKenna and Stahl cognitive model to back-map Cindy’s skills, we need to see how Cindy is
able to read words in isolation and connected text. The San Diego Quick Assessment (Figure 3.3) shows
Cindy’s independent word reading is at a 9th grade level. Her teacher notes, “Cindy demonstrates an
ability to read words with accuracy; however, missed words were pronounced by stressing the
incorrect syllable. It appears she is able to word call with accuracy but is not necessarily familiar with
the word to be able to “fix up” a mispronunciation. Figure 3.4 shows Cindy’s median ORF score, 155
WPM, falls above the 50thpercentile on the Norm chart for Fall WCPM.
Based on her San Diego Quick Assessment, ORF, and word level reading assessment, additional analysis
of decoding skills is not needed. This skill appears to be intact as demonstrated by Cindy’s ability to
read with appropriate rate and accuracy.
Figure 3.3 San Diego Quick Assessment

Figure 3.4 Oral Reading Fluency

At your tables, please discuss: What do you notice from a review of the information captured
above? Note any strengths and/or needs on HO U8.20-21

The data review indicates the Word Recognition section of Scarborough’s Reading Rope is intact. The
team is now digging deeper to better understand Cindy’s language comprehension strands.
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Cindy Case Study
To investigate further, the team administers a CORE Vocabulary Screening (Figure 3.5) to assess whether
Cindy’s vocabulary skills are impeding her ability to comprehend.

Figure 3.5 CORE Vocabulary Screening

/

= incorrect response

# Correct: 11
# Incorrect: 19
# no responses: 0

At your tables, review “What It
Means” to the left. What does
this information tell us about
Cindy? Note any strengths
and/or weaknesses on
HO U8.20-21

Now we will look at another
comprehension measure the team
administered to better understand the
types of comprehension questions
Cindy has a relative strength with, and
the types of questions that are more
challenging.
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Cindy Case Study
•

The easyCBM provides a more in depth look at the types of questions Cindy is not answering
accurately. On this assessment, Cindy reads a lengthy passage and answers 20 comprehension
questions. The questions include:
•
•
•

Literal = What the text says
Inferential = Determining what the texts means
Evaluative = Using judgement to answer the stated question

# Literal
Correct / Total

# Inferential
Correct / Total

# Evaluative
Correct / Total

Total Score

6/7

2/7

3/6

11 of 20 Correct (55%)

•

Literal Questions: What the text says, also referred to as text dependent, these questions may answer:
stated facts, sequence of events, and characters in the story

o An example from an easyCBM probe is, “What happened when Chan tried to lift the bike the first
time?”
•

Inferential questions determine what the texts means. This type of question requires the reader to
start with stated information and then determine deeper meaning that is not explicitly stated; requires
thinking about a text and drawing a conclusion, and may require the reader to be able to provide
examples from the text to backup what they are thinking

o An example from an easyCBM probe is, “Why did everything slow down as Chan approached
the first hump on the trail?”
•

Evaluative questions require the reader to apply their judgement such as value, cost, or
authenticity of the text or its contents.

o

An example from an easyCBM probe is, “What kind of person is Chan?”

At your tables, use the information above to note strengths and/or needs
on HO U8.20-21
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Cindy Case Study
How would you progress monitor (PM) Cindy?
Answer: One major question is how much progress is enough progress? One way to determine where
Cindy should be, following the instruction/intervention, is to use Ambitious Growth Rate (AGR) to
inform Rate of Improvement (ROI) and establish an aim line. In Figure 3.7 you can see the Ambitious
Growth Rate for MAZE Words Correctly Restored is .4. To calculate the ROI, you will take the number
correct and multiply by the ambitious growth rate of .4. The product then is added to the original
baseline number correct to equal the rate of improvement. .4= 4 out of 10 or 40 out of 100
Figure 3.7 Calculating Rate of Improvement (ROI)to Determine Goal
MAZE CBM: Words
Corrected Restored
Grade
Ambitious
Growth Rate
(AGR) per week
(WCR)
1
2
3
4
5
6

Using Cindy’s data, and progress monitoring for 20 weeks, the formula would
look like the following: Take the number of weeks of instruction multiplied by
the Ambitious Growth Rate (AGR) per week then add the baseline. In our
example, we have 20 weeks of instruction, an AGR of .4 per week, and a baseline
of 10. The equation is: (20x.4) +10=; when we solve the equation, we get 18. We
hope to see Cindy’s Words Correctly Restored to increase to 18 in 20 weeks.

.4
.4
.4
.4
.4
.4

•
•
•
•

Number of weeks of instruction: 20
Weekly Ambitious Growth Rate (ABR): .4
Baseline data: The median (middle) score of 3 administered Maze
passages: Cindy’s scores were: 8, 10, 11. Her median score is 10.
(20x.4) +10= 18

Figure 3.8 A visual representation of the ROI
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After completing the review of data and documenting Cindy’s strengths and needs, use
the information above to construct one goal for Cindy and determine an instructional
plan to address Cindy’s identified needs. Document Cindy’s goal and plan
on handout U8.20-21.

6

